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AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Committee of the Whole Meeting
February 24, 2020
Item Title:

Pedestrian Safety at Irving Park Road and Pinecroft Drive

Staff Contact:

Jeffrey D. O’Dell, Village Administrator

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE ACTION
Consider a staff recommendation for enhanced pedestrian safety measures at the
intersection of Irving Park Road and Pinecroft Drive.
Executive Summary:
Over the past several years, the Village has received many citizen inquiries about
pedestrian safety at the intersection of Irving Park Road and Pinecroft Drive. As
development, business activity, and vehicular traffic on Irving Park Road has increased
in this area of the community, pedestrians who cross Irving Park Road at Pinecroft Drive
are exposed to greater risk as a result of the uncontrolled intersection. Other than
pedestrian crossing warning signs and painted crosswalks, there are no signals or
lighting posted to further enhance safety at this intersection.
Irving Park Road is under the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation
(IDOT). Village staff has contacted IDOT on several occasions during the past few
years requesting a review of the intersection in hopes of having the state agency install
additional safety measures at the intersection. In 2018, IDOT reviewed the intersection
to determine if a change in traffic control was warranted. The agency determined that
this intersection did not meet any of the applicable warrants for installation of a traffic
signal as the volumes on Pinecroft Drive were insufficient to warrant a traffic signal.
Since then, IDOT has implemented a new policy for evaluating pedestrian crossings at
uncontrolled locations. That policy, which went into effect in March of 2019, allows local
jurisdictions like the Village of Roselle to submit a highway permit application through
IDOT’s Bureau of Traffic Permits Section to install supplemental safety measures at
uncontrolled intersections such as Irving Park Road and Pinecroft Drive. One such
safety measure is the installation of Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB’s). If
approved, the local jurisdiction is responsible for paying for all costs to design,
purchase, install, and maintain the RRFB’s. The RRFB’s provide higher visibility to
motorists approaching pedestrian crosswalks, make use of solar energy for powering
flashing beacons, and use a push button for activation by pedestrians.
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Village staff has reviewed IDOT’s permit application process and based on the agency’s
summary of recommendations for pedestrian crossings at uncontrolled locations, the
recommended treatment at the Irving Park Road and Pinecroft Drive intersection would
by the installation of RRFB’s. The installation of RRFB’s would require two devices: one
directed at traffic on eastbound Irving Park Road and one directed at westbound traffic.
Staff’s estimated cost to purchase and install two RRFB’s is $20,000. Public Works
staff can provide the necessary engineering and IDOT permitting related work. Staff
would recommend a budget amount of $25,000 should any unforeseen expenses
related to installation of the RRFB’s occur.
Implications:
Is this item budgeted? No, but TIF funding can be used to purchase and install the
RRFB equipment. Until adequate TIF funding increment is available, staff recommends
using reserves from the General Capital Projects Fund to pay for this equipment.
Any other implications to be considered? When traffic control signals are not in
place or not in operation, the driver of a vehicle must come to a complete stop and yield
the right of way to a pedestrian crossing the roadway within a crosswalk, even those
without stop signs, traffic lights, or other signage. However, presence of marked
roadway crosswalks or the addition of supplemental safety measures such as the
RRFB’s provide no guarantee of pedestrian safety. That said, our police, fire, and
public works department support the installation of RRFB’s at this location and believe it
will enhance pedestrian safety at the intersection of Irving Park Road and Pinecroft
Drive.
Attachments:
Aerial Photos of Intersection and Current Signage
Sample RRFB Specification Sheet
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